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According 
to NCLS 
Research  
in 2021  
there were...

PROTESTANT CHURCHES
IN 2021

5,168 2,674 1,523
MAINSTREAM PENTECOSTALOTHER

148 CHURCHES PLANTED   IN YEAR TO 30 JUNE 2025

66 25 57

 
9,365  
Protestant 
churches in 
Australia  
(10,158 in 2016)

In addition, there were 1,223 Catholic churches in 2021

most prolific  
church planting  
denominations5 IN THE  

YEAR TO  
30 JUNE  
2025

DENOMINATION / 
NETWORK

CHURCHES 
PLANTED

NUMBER OF 
CHURCHES

PLANTING 
RATE

ACC 44 1082 4.1%

SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST 23 545 4.2%

ANGLICAN 17 2527 0.7%

BAPTIST 15 1076 1.4%

CCCAUST 12 230 5.2%

in churches planted in Australia  
(12 MONTHS TO 30 JUNE 2025 VS 2024)

JUNE 2024

121
JUNE 2025

148

Source:  New Churches Database. https://new.churches.org.au/dashboard

22% 
INCREASE

STATE/TERRITORY CHURCHES 
PLANTED % PLANTED POPULATION 

DISTRIBUTION VARIANCE

Western Australia 20 14% 11% 3%

Victoria 41 28% 26% 2%

Queensland 32 22% 21% 1%

Norther Territory 3 2% 1% 1%

Tasmania 3 2% 2% 0%

NSW & ACT 45 30% 33% -3%

South Australia 4 3% 7% -4%

IN ANY GIVEN YEAR FROM 2032

Preaching  
(and programs) 

add, but  
disciple-making 

multiplies

The Church in 
Australia has generally 

concentrated on 
adding but not 

multiplying

Seeing 
multiplication 

become a normal 
part of a church’s 

DNA is critical

Churches planted  
by State + Territory 148

TOTAL

Access the full report “Current Insights into Church Planting in Australia (July 2025) here:
https://exponential.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Insights-into-Church-Planting-in-Aus_Report_July-2025.pdf
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AUSTRALIAN 
CHURCHES  
PLANTING 
CHURCHES 

 10% 

Exponential Australia is committed to providing 
thought leadership that stimulates positive change 
towards embracing multiplication, inspiring leaders to 
action and fostering engagement with multiplication 
ministries who will serve the church well.

The biggest impediment 
to the planting of more 
churches is the lack of 
potential church planters.

Denominations that are 
planting the most churches 
generally have someone whose 
major responsibility is to drive 
church planting within their 
denomination or region.

Multiplication Ministries 
that help assess, equip 
and coach church 
planters are underutilised 
by some denominations.

KEY LEARNINGS

PLANTING RATE IN THE YEAR BY DENOMINATION TYPE

3.7%

PENTECOSTAL

0.5%

MAINSTREAM PROTESTANT

2.5%

OTHER PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES

MAIN CHURCH MODELS BEING PLANTED

Simple  
church

Missional 
communities

Weekend 
worship

Regional 
church

Resource 
church

Multi-site 
church

dropped by  
8% in the 5 years  

from 2016 to  
2021

PROTESTANT  
CHURCHES

IN AUSTRALIA

2016 2021

10,158 9,365

https://shop.ncls.org.au/products/church-pulse-check-2021-to-2024
https://new.churches.org.au/dashboard
https://exponential.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Insights-into-Church-Planting-in-Aus_Report_July-2025.pdf

